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Over 3,000 religious photo-
graphs are at your fingertips. 
You need only an Internet con-
nection to access them. Over 
the last couple of  years, efforts 
were made to secure rare and 
interesting digital images that 
could enhance lessons, explain 
history, and otherwise assist 
in teaching the gospel. A click 
or two of  the computer mouse 
will copy them into a word pro-
cessor or presentation software.

Why just talk about a Church 
President or a biblical site when 
you can show a picture? Us-
ing basic imaging software, the 
pictures can be cropped ac-
cording to need. For instance, 
few members are aware that 
former Church President George 
Albert Smith was a favorite 
entertainer. An online caption 
accompanying the photo below 
states, “George Albert Smith 
and his friend John Howard 
at age sixteen. George Albert 
Smith was a great entertainer 
and would often ‘bring the 

house down’ at Church socials 
with his routines. Capitaliz-
ing on his gangly appearance 
and clad in a bold plaid suit, 
he would merely step on stage 
with his guitar, and open and 
close his mouth quite wide 
as he sang, and the audience 
would go into hysterics.”

The photo is found by go-
ing to the BYU home page, 
http://www.byu.edu, and then 
clicking on links in the follow-
ing order: “Libraries,” “Har-
old B. Lee Library,” “Digital 
Collections,” “Religious Edu-
cation Archive Image Col-
lection.” This takes you to 
the page above. Pointing and 
clicking on “Family History,” 
and then “Portraits” shows 
several thumbnail images. It 
is then easy to see that im-
age number 12 is President 
Smith and his friend. Click 
ing on the thumbnail im-
age enlarges it for copying (the 
thumbnails themselves are of  
low resolution and not appro-
priate for copying). Of course, 
one can simply search for pic-
tures by entering a brief  de-
scription, such as “George Al-
bert Smith,” or conduct a more 
elaborate query by clicking 
“Advanced Search” once you 

The Religious Education Digital Library
John P. Livingstone, Associate Professor of Church History and Doctrine
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18–22 August

Campus Education Week will 
be held at various locations at 
BYU. Visit http://ce.byu.edu/
ed/edweek.

24–25 October

32nd Annual Sidney B. Sper-
ry Symposium, “The Fulness 
of  the Gospel: Foundational 
Teachings from the Book of  
Mormon.”  Held at the Joseph 
Smith Building and Thomas 
L. Martin Building on BYU 
campus. Free to the public. 

9–10 November

The Family Expo conference, 
designed to strengthen fami-
lies and to teach parents how 
to raise up a righteous poster-
ity, will be held at the BYU 
Conference Center located on 
770 East University Parkway, 
Provo, UT.

Upcoming Events

George Albert Smith (right), age six-
teen. Once the image is captured, 
it can be cropped or otherwise ma-
nipulated for educational effect.



After the Church’s 1999 announce-
ment to rebuild the Nauvoo Temple, 
local residents wondered if  this new 
development would help or harm its 
small-town feel. No 
doubt the rebuilding 
of the temple would 
bring changes in city 
planning, public ser-
vices, traffic, and so 
on to a population 
of eleven hundred.

Larry E. Dahl, 
appointed to direct 
the BYU Semester 
at Nauvoo program, 
noticed the mixed 
reactions of  the 
townspeople and wanted to capture 
their thoughts about Nauvoo’s history, 
current events, the future, and general 
perceptions of  “the Mormons.”  Dr. 
Dahl, an emeritus professor of  Church 
history and doctrine at BYU, recognized 
that Nauvoo’s history is very much de-
pendent upon its oral traditions and 
that a colorful picture of Nauvoo’s his-
tory would emerge from a series of inter-
views with the long-standing residents.

With the endorsement of the Nauvoo 
Historical Society, Dr. Dahl decided 

to interview residents whose families 
had, in many cases, been in Nauvoo 
since its early history. He recruited nine 
students in the BYU Semester at Nauvoo  

program to conduct 
the interviews. What 
came of those inter-
views is alternately 
candid, funny, and 
illuminating. Edited 
by Larry E. Dahl 
and Don Norton, 
Modern Perspectives 
on Nauvoo and the 
Mormons contains 
the transcribed in-
terviews of  twenty-
six residents. A 

piece of  fascinating Americana, 
Modern Perspectives will interest his-
torians of  Nauvoo and those look-
ing for a good study of  small-town 
life in contemporary America.

The volume is not for sale, but copies 
have been distributed to the Church Ar-
chives, Harold B. Lee Library, BYU Re-
ligious Education Library, BYU Semes-
ter at Nauvoo Library, Nauvoo Public 
Library, and Nauvoo Historical Society.

Modern Perspectives 
on Nauvoo and the Mormons

Local residents 
wondered if this new 
development would 

help or harm its 
small-town feel. Original Nauvoo Temple.

Reconstructed Nauvoo Temple.

The RSC’s Silver Anniversary
Last year the Religious Studies Center 
celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary. 
Established in 1975 by Dean Jeffrey R. 
Holland, the RSC is the research arm 
of  Religious Education at Brigham 
Young University. Since its inception, 
it has provided funding for numerous 
projects, books, and articles relating 
to Latter-day Saint culture, history, 
scripture, and doctrine. It endeavors to 
use its resources to encourage and fa-
cilitate research and publications that 
will contribute to the mission of  the 
University and its sponsoring institu-
tion, The Church of  Jesus Christ of  
Latter-day Saints.

Research and Publications.
The RSC helps fund several meaning-
ful projects each year and publishes 
books and articles that are outstanding 
examples of  Latter-day Saint research 
and thought. The books enhance the 
libraries of  Latter-day Saint readers 
and others who take an interest in the 
Church. The RSC also publishes this 
newsletter, available free of  charge to 
all who wish to receive it. The news-
letter helps our community of readers 
keep in touch with current develop-
ments in research on religious topics at 
BYU, including events and publications 
sponsored by the RSC.

Outreach.
The RSC will soon be putting more 
information on the Internet so its best 
research can be shared with Latter-
day Saints around the world. We also 
sponsor symposia related to current 
Latter-day Saint teachings and inter-
ests. These symposia are published and 
made available to a broader audience.

Join the Religious Studies Center in 
celebrating twenty-five years of  bring-
ing the best of  Latter-day Saint schol-
arship to light. We look forward to 
welcoming with you many more years 
of  sharing Latter-day Saint scholar-
ship with the world.
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Library
have entered the Religious Education 
Archive Image Collection page.

Deep appreciation goes to team leader 
Dr. Dennis A. Wright and his generous 
contributors, BYU Religious Education 
professors Alexander L. Baugh, Susan 
Easton Black, Richard D. Draper, Ray 
L. Huntington, Kent P. Jackson, Roger 
R. Keller, D. Kelly Ogden, Craig J. Os-
tler, Dana M. Pike, and Fred E. Woods. 
Dr. Wright commented, “At first we 
thought we would create a CD of  gos-
pel pictures that could be given to BYU 
faculty. But with the help of  experts from 
the Harold B. Lee Library, it grew to be-
come an important part of  the univer-
sity’s digital collection. This has resulted 
in a library of  religious images available 
to the entire Church. It now has the po-

tential to enhance religious education at 
many different levels.”

Those who want to contribute new 
pictures may send them via e-mail 

to dennis_wright@byu.edu. Remember that 
images must be original (not published 
previously) and in a slide or digital format 
(scanned at a resolution of at least 600 dpi). 

The press in nineteenth-century Wales 
was both a curse and a blessing for early 
members of  The Church of  Jesus Christ 
of  Latter-day Saints. On the one hand, 
Church members and missionaries faced 
frequent attacks from 
several religious pe-
riodicals then being 
circulated, and their 
rebuttals were sys-
tematically refused 
publication. On the 
other hand, they 
were able to use the 
press as a defen-
sive tool as well 
as an offensive weapon when Captain 
Dan Jones, using his brother’s printing 
press in the little village of  Rhydybont, 
near Llanybydder in Carmarthenshire, 
translated the twelve-page Proclamation 
of  the Twelve Apostles into Welsh and did 
much of  the other work in getting four 
thousand copies printed for circulation. 
For the next three years, this “prostitute 
press,” as opponents called it, produced 
thousands of pages in support of Latter-day 
Saint doctrine. These stirring pamphlets 

and poems helped convert hundreds of  
the Welsh.

In January 1849 a young convert by the 
name of  John S. Davis was put in charge 
of  Church publications in Welsh. He set 

up his own press 
in Merthyr Tydfil 
and for five years 
produced an amaz-
ing quantity and as-
sortment of materi-
als. Then in January 
1854 Dan Jones, 
back in Wales on 
his second mission, 
purchased Davis’s 

press and published even more tracts and 
pamphlets for another two years.

The vast majority of  Jones’ and Davis’ 
publications have gone unnoticed by his-
torians, due in large measure to the lan-
guage barrier. Believing that such histori-
cally valuable treasures deserved to come 
to light, Professor Ronald D. Dennis 
has prepared “facsimile translations” of  
seventy of  the early Welsh publications 
in his Defending the Faith: Early Welsh 
Missionary Publications, a new volume 

from the Religious Studies Center at 
Brigham Young University. In addition 
to its historical value, genealogists will 
find valuable clues to Welsh family history.

This book is available at Latter-day 
Saint bookstores.

Continued from page 1

Students can easily search for original files within the library website.

These stirring pamphlets 
and poems helped 

convert hundreds of 
the Welsh.

Defending the Faith

Professor Dennis’ recent publication.



As the birthplace of  the Restoration, New 
York and Pennsylvania hold a unique 
and significant place in Church history. 
The recently published Regional Studies 
in Latter-day Saint Church History: New 
York and Pennsylvania introduces an in-
depth look at Church history in that 

central area. In the introduction, editors 
Alexander L. Baugh and Andrew H. 
Hedges write, “Virtually all of  what 
might he termed the pivotal, defining 
events of  the Restoration—the First Vi-
sion, the translation and publication of  
the Book of  Mormon, the restoration 

of  the priesthood, the organization of  
the Church itself-all this and more took 
place within the borders of  these 
two areas.”

Yet the volume extends beyond the 
early history of  the Church and also 
bridges nineteenth and twentieth-
century Church history in that region. 
The volume begins with an essay 
concerning the religious sentiment in 
New York before 1838, and then a se-
ries of  ten essays takes the reader up 
to the construction of  the Palmyra 
New York Temple, with each essay 
highlighting discrete points of  Church 
history. The essays are supplemented 
by maps and photographs of  the area, 
helping to make the volume profes-
sional and enlightening.

The volume began with a Church 
history tour in New York and Penn-
sylvania in June 1999, sponsored by 
the Department of  Church History 
and Doctrine. Tour participants pre-
pared papers on subjects related to the 
tour and presented the papers on-site. 
Editors Baugh and Hedges reviewed 
the papers for publication and per-
sonally took the essays through every 
phase of  the production process.
The only es say that is not a product 
of  the tour is emeritus archaeology 
professor Dr. Daniel L. Berge’s essay, 
a previously unpublished study describ-
ing the Church’s 1982 archaeological 
dig at the Joseph Smith Sr. log home 

Regional Studies in Latter-day Saint 
Church History: New York and Pennsylvania

Editors Andrew H. Hedges (left) and Alexander L. Baugh display a copy of 
Regional Studies in Latter-day Saint Church History: New York and Pennsylvania. Continued on page 6.

Awards
CONNIE LANKFORD, secretary to 

the dean of  Religious 
Education, received 
the BYU President’s 
Appreciation Award 
for her service.

KIP SPERRY, associate professor of  
Church history and 
doctrine, was recently 
appointed associate 
director of  the Cen-
ter for Family His-
tory and Genealogy  
at Brigham Young 
University. He re-

ceived the Richard Lloyd Anderson 
Research Award. 

REX C. REEVE JR., associate profes-
sor of ancient scrip-
ture, received the B. 
West Belnap Award 
for Citizenship. Broth-
er Reeve retired this 
year.
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The 33rd Annual Sidney B. Sperry Sym-
posium, titled “Prelude to the Restora-
tion: From Apostasy to the Restored 
Church,” will be held 29–30 October 
2004. We invite a broad focus on histori-
cal and scriptural topics relating to cata-
lytic events that led to the Restoration of  
the gospel, especially as illuminated by 
the Doctrine and Covenants.

By 1 October 2003, submit a short thesis 
statement with a one-page plan of  how 
to develop that thesis. Those submitting 
proposals for presentation and possible 
publication will be notified by 3 Novem-
ber 2003. Completed papers are due 2 
February 2004.

Please submit proposals to the follow-
ing committee member, along with your 
mailing address, e-mail address, occupa-
tion, and phone number: 

Patty Smith 
271 JSB—BYU 
Provo, Utah 84602 
E-mail: pattysmith@byu.edu

Call for Proposals

Jeffrey r. ChadwiCk, associate professor of  Church his-
tory and doctrine, recently received a fel-
lowship at the W. F. Albright Institute of  
Archaeological Research in Jerusalem, 
where he will spend his summer prepar-
ing a paper on the biblical Hebron. With 
a Ph.D. in archaeology and Hebrew from 
the University of  Utah Middle East Cen-
ter, Dr. Chadwick has spent years studying 
the scriptural connection to archaeology 

in the Middle East, including on-site work at Jerusalem, He-
bron, Ekron, and Gath. His findings include a new article in 
the Religious Educator titled “Revisiting Golgotha and the Gar-
den Tomb.” This article asserts that while we don’t know with 
certainty where the Savior’s tomb actually is, the two usual 
candidates (the Church of  the Holy Sepulchre and the Garden 
Tomb) are not viable options. An article on the seal of  Mulek 
will soon be published in the Journal of  Book of  Mormon Stud-
ies. He is currently the senior field archaeologist for the Gath 
archaeological expedition.

roger r. keller, professor of  Church history and doctrine, 
was recently reappointed as the Evans 
Professor of  Religious Understanding. 
Dr. Keller, who came to BYU after fif-
teen years of  experience as a Presbyterian 
minister, was educated at Princeton Theo-
logical Seminary and received a Ph.D. 
in biblical studies and twentieth century 
Christianity from Duke University. His ex-
perience gives him a unique perspective as 

the Evans Professor, a chair that seeks to build an interfaith 
community and promote understanding among people of  dif-
ferent religious faiths—helping Latter-day Saints better under-
stand their neighbors and helping the world better understand 
Latter-day Saints. In this position, Keller has been able to make 
Mormonism visible in areas where ecclesiastical leaders cannot 
go (including a presentation this May at Shangdong University 
in China). In the past, Dr. Keller has lectured at Cambridge and 
Durham Universities in England, and he presented a paper at 
the World Parliament of  Religions in South Africa in 1999. Dr. 
Keller has an article accepted for the Religious Educator on 
the Atonement.

dennis l. largey, associate professor of  ancient scripture, is 
general editor of  a forthcoming book ti-
tled Book of  Mormon Reference Companion. 
Containing articles by 111 authors, this 
helpful resource is a dictionary-encyclo-
pedia reference work that explains words, 
phrases, people, places, doctrines, history, 
and general topics of  interest. The goal of  
the volume is to increase Book of  Mormon 
literacy, placing in the hands of  general 

Church members a reference tool that answers doctrinal and 
historical questions. The associate editors on this book are 
Terry B. Ball, Clyde J. Williams, Donald W. Parry, Marilyn 
Arnold, Larry E. Dahl, and David R. Seely. Six and a half  
years in the making, the Book of  Mormon Reference Companion 
is expected to be out in September 2003. Dr. Largey is also an 
accomplished educator, having received this year’s Robert J. 
Matthews Teaching Award. 

Research Spotlights

• Inventions & technological advances
• Common language translations of  the 
Bible (Wycliffe, Tyndale, Luther)
• Protestant Reformation (Wycliffe, Huss, 

Luther, Zwingli, Calvin, Knox, etc.)
• Roman Empire (persecution & apostasy)
• Puritan Great Migration to New Eng-
land (Joseph Smith’s ancestors)

• U.S. Constitution & religion (D&C 101)
• American Revolution

Sample of suggested topics:
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in Palmyra, including an inventory 
of  the artifacts found there. Others 
essays include:
• “Presbyterianism in New York State 
to 1838.”  Former Presbyterian minister 
Roger R. Keller describes 
the religious climate and 
context of  the early nine-
teenth-century, with par-
ticular attention to Pres-
byterianism, the Church 
that the Prophet’s mother 
and three of  his siblings 
joined shortly before the 
First Vision.
• “Palmyra Revisited: The 
New York Mission of  Willard W. and 
Rebecca P. Bean, 1915–1939.”  David 
F. Boone tells the story of  Willard Bean 
and his wife and their twenty-four-year 
mission as the caretakers of  the Smith 
property in Palmyra.

• “The Palmyra Temple: A Signifi-
cant Link to LDS Church History.”  
In this article, author Veneese C. Nel-
son discusses the construction of  the 
Palmyra Temple and its importance 

in Church history.
Regional Studies in 

Latter-day Saint Church 
History is an on-going 
publication that looks 
at history in specific 
areas with a recogni-
tion that members 
of  the Church are 
creating history ev-
erywhere. The fourth 

volume of  Regional Studies in Latter-day 
Saint Church History, focusing on the 
development of  the Church in Europe, 
will be published later this year.

Regional Studies

Members of 
the Church are 
creating history 

everywhere.

Continued from page 4.
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